Internet and Mobile Phone Safety

Can having a mobile make your
child a target?

Honestly, yes. And it's important
for children to know that. It's
natural for them to want to
show off their phone to their
friends. But it's best not to flash
it around or draw attention to

it.

Remember: it's easier to text

discreetly than talk quietly.

Talking points
What can you say to your children?

« If you have to make a call in public, talk quietly. Or use a hands-free
headset.

. Keep your mobile hidden - in your jacket or coat pocket.

« Don't leave your mobile where you can't reach it quickly.

. Don't lend it to strangers (or friends, unless it's a genuine
emergency).

. Stay alert. Don't get so caught up in talking or texting that you
aren't aware of what's going on around you (like traffic).

. Stick to well-lit areas and look around you before you use your
mobile.

. If someone's calling you and you don't feel it's safe to answer, let it
go to voicemail. Remember, you don't always have to pick up or
reply right away.

« Set up a PIN or password on your mobile, so you're the only one
who can use it.
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